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Chirac surrenders to actor after tent 


protests win homes for the homeless 





► Campaign m; 
housing legal ri 

► Protest move 
to other countr 


Pans 

A struggling actor has 
President Chiracs ( 
ment to enact radical m 
to house the homeless, 
ing in a three-week ca 
wliat established chant 
failed to do to years 
With total victors- in 
the campaign » movin 
other European count ri 
Augustin Legrand. II 
a website and issued t 
300 homeless people. I 
an encampment in a f 
able suburb of Pans an 
residents to join thei 


spread around other 

Ities, putting huge p 
Dominique de Villep 
Prime Minister 
With a presidential 
in Apnl, Mr de Villepu 
ised to enact immediate 
making housing an enf 
right Yesterday the < 
ment announced an 
gency programme t 
27,000 new places m 
for those most in need 
The measures were < 
ed b) the Children 
Quixote. as Mr Legran 
paign is called, and la 
he ordered the tenl 
struck after his demands had 
been met bv the Government 
ami favourably received by the 
main candidates. Segolfrne 
Royal of the Socialists, and 
Nicolas Sarkozy, of the centre- 
right UMP party 
‘A radical change in policy 
towards the homdess and the 
certainty of an enforceable 
right to bousing has put an 
immediate encf to the crons," 
Mr legrand said. 

The bearded actor, who u bit 
7m (201m), became a media 
cur after December 16. when, 
along with his brothers and 
friends, he installed about 300 
homeless people In red tents 
along both udre of the St Mar 
tin Canal in the heart of gentn 
Tied eastern Pans 
They invites! the city's well 
housed residents to join them 
and more than 100 a night did 
so. including crletmtie* such as 
I tie actors Jean Rochefort and 
Beatrice Dalle 

Thanks lo Mr Legrand » cha- 
■ OH 1m MOM 
. ires c4 the 
election campaign, the quirky 
Don Quixotr campaign, named 
after Cervantes'* impractical 


Residents and celebrities joined the protesters In an encampment along the banks of the St Martin Canal In Parts as similar protests spread across France 


idealist who sets oul lo fight In- 
justice. caught the imagination 
at a time when France has 
become alarmed over a I io us- 
ing shortage and lack of 
facilities for the Sans Domicile 
Fixe (SDF). as the homeless are 
known 

A dozen Quixote camps 
opened in other cities, from 
Lille in the north to Nice on the 
Mediterranean Members of 
the group are to set up tent* in 


“We knew It would work.“ 


Barcelona this week as the cam- 
paign spreads across Europe 
Scotland is the only other EU 
nation with such legislation 
Joseph legrand. 21 said last 
night that tus brother s cam- 
paign had changed the emer- 
gency bousing system in 
France completely Jean Bap 
tistc. 30. the middle brother, 
was now heading for Barcelo- 
na The French campaigners 
would be delighted to britf any 
British organisation on their 
tactics. Joseph told TV Times. 

The success of the Quixote 
campaign generated hostility 
from some groups who accused 
Mr Legrand of a publicity stunt 
Emmaux, the oldest homeless 
chanty , questioned the sincen- 
ty of the Quixote team, which 
includes the four Legrand 
brothers and their mother and 
father trance Soir voiced a sus- 
picion that with hta emaciated, 
monkish look. Mr legrand had 
styled himself on LAbbe 
Pierre, the revered pnest who 
founded Lmmaus In 1954 
thurantes Ubrt newspaper 
said that Mr Legrand * opera 


No place to call their own 


• Australia On the night of 
the 2001 census. 90.900 
peopW were without 
to proper housing - onem 
200 of the population. 14700 
of those were sleeping rough 


between 450000 and 
850,000 people ai 
access to proper housing 
Over the course of a year as 
many as 35 million will 


National Coalition fw tlx Homkss. 
Shelter. tamtavortau 


lion was "a detestable form of 
new age charity" Others 
praised the campaign Bernard 
Kouchner founder of Me- 
decins du Monde and a former 
minister, said that Mr Legmnd 
had understood the tactic of 
nuking a lug noise l ike the 
Iwst campaigners, they were 
outsiders, he added 
Mr Legrand. who had no pre- 
vious experience in activism, de- 
vised the operation after living 
rough with two friends in order 
to make a documentary film 
about the homeless *We 
started out with €20. three 
guys and a camera and the idea 
just came to us We knew it 
would work,' he said 
“1 am nobody special" Mr 
Legrand told hbcrution yester- 
day 'With a little couragr and 
determination, a huge number 
of t rench could have done it* 
There are 86.500 homeless 
people in France, according lu 
official estimates 


Why tV French are 
abandoning tV* care 



